MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of County Council held
at County Hall, The Rhadyr, Usk, NP15 1GA on Thursday, 10th March, 2016 at 2.00 pm

PRESENT: County Councillor B. Strong (Chairman)
County Councillor J. Higginson (Vice Chairman)

County Councillors: D. Batrouni, J. Prosser, D. Blakebrough,
M. Powell, V. Smith, G. Burrows, P. Clarke, J. Crook, D. Dovey,
G. Down, A. Easson, D. Edwards, R. Edwards, D. Evans, P. Farley,
J. George, R.J.W. Greenland, L. Guppy, E. Hacket Pain, R. Harris,
B. Hayward, P.A.D.Hobson, G.Howard, S.Howarth, D. Jones,
P.Jones, S.Jones, P.Jordan, P.Murphy, F.Taylor, A.Watts,
A. Webb, S. White, K. Williams and A. Wintle

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Paul Matthews Chief Executive

Tracey Harry Head of Democracy and Regulatory Services
Roger Hoggins Head of Operations

Will McLean Head of Policy & Engagement

Joy Robson Head of Finance/Section 151 Officer

Robert Tranter Head of Legal Services & Temporary Monitoring Officer
Shirley Wiggam Senior Strategy & Policy Officer

Martin Davies Planning Policy Manager

Mark Hand Head of Planning

Mark Howcroft Assistant Head of Finance

APOLOGIES:

Councillors R. Chapman, P.A. Fox, M. Hickman, S.B. Jones, J. Marshall and P. Watts

2. Public Open Forum

There were no questions from members of the public.

3. Chairman's report and receipt of peititions

We received the Chairman’s report.
There were no petitions presented.

Group Leaders acknowledged retirement of the Principal ALN Officer and commended her work
and offered best wishes for the future.

4. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
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5. To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2016.

The minutes of the County Council meeting held on 21% January 2016 were confirmed and
signed as a correct record.

6. Notices of Motion:

6.1. Motion by County Councillor F. Taylor:

‘That this Council write to Welsh Government to clarify the impact of the proposed
“Black Route” on Magor Services. In particular that this Council seeks to understand the
potential consequences for the 190 local people who are currently employed there.’

In presenting the motion Councillor Taylor highlighted that there was a need for the exact
position to be known, as people’s livelihoods would be affected.

Debate on the motion ensued:

e The Leader confirmed that a meeting (with the Service Station) was scheduled for early
April. Draft statutory orders had been published by Welsh Government and consultation
for the scheme was open until 4" May, for objections and concerns. There was an
opportunity for representation and Minister response was awaited.

e Council expressed support for the motion, particularly in relation to clarity for people
regarding employment and that a letter should be sent to Welsh Government.

e It was recognised that the surrounding area would be affected.

The motion was duly seconded. Upon being put to the vote the motion was carried.
Council resolved that the motion was carried.
6.2. Motion by County Councillor F. Taylor:

‘That this Council makes available the senior salary payable to the “Leader of other
political groups” as recommended by the Independent remuneration
Panel for Wales.’

In presenting the motion, Councillor Taylor highlighted that the issue related to equality and that
the salary should be made available, to ensure fairness and equal representation.

Debate ensued:

o It was clarified that the wording within the IRPW report, stated ‘if agreed’, therefore it
was not prescriptive language.

e The maximum number of senior salaries which the Council can pay is 17, the Council
has decided to pay 16. There is one Cabinet vacancy and the Chairman of Audit is an
independent person and not an elected member. The salary for Audit Chair would be
utilised if an elected member was appointed.

¢ Council recognised that the IRPW report should be agreed at the meeting of Council in
May 2016.

The motion was duly seconded. Upon being put to the vote the motion was defeated.
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7. Reports of the Head of Finance/S151 Officer:

7.1. Council Tax Resolution 2016/17
Council were presented with the Council Tax Resolution 2016/17, the purpose was:

1. Council is bound by Statute to specific timescales for Council Tax setting and is also
required to make certain defined resolutions. The recommendations that form the major
part of this report are designed to comply with those Statutory Provisions.

2. The recommended resolutions also draw together the Council Tax implications of
precepts notified by the Office of Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent and Town
and Community Councils, thereby enabling the County Council to establish its headline
Council Tax levels at the various property bands within each Town or Community area.

Since the Council considered and approved the budget at Council on the 215 January 2016, the
Minister has responded to the proposal submitted by Local Government to introduce a Rural
Stabilisation Grant for the Authorities that received the greatest reduction in funding from Welsh
Government. The result is that Monmouthshire has received an additional £109k in funding for
2016/17. In addition, the authority’s Single Environment Grant has been notified indicating a
3.5% reduction in the grant, instead of the 6.4% reduction expected and thereby reducing the
pressure in the waste budget by circa £70k. The report to Council indicated that if the final
funding figures from WG improve, it is recommended that the redundancy budget be funded
within the base budget as far as possible.

Statute requires that Council makes appropriate recommendations to prescribed timescales for
setting the Council Tax payable for the coming financial year. The Council must also account
for precepts made upon it by the Office of Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent and by
Town and Community Councils. The Council is also required to authorise officers to undertake
advance recovery action through the Courts where necessary.

During debate we noted the following:

e A question was raised regarding the average across Monmouthshire for precepts for
coming year. In response, we were informed that town councils could increase
precepts, as required.

e Some members felt that it was difficult for precepts to be set, due to the uncertainty of
service devolution.

e The budget planning assumption was 4.95% based on 4.5% cut, however, the cut had
been reduced and the saving had been passed to the public. Precepts were varied,
depending on the individual town or community council.

The Council resolved to agree recommendations within the report:

2.1 It is recommended that the revenue estimates for the year 2016/17 as attached
in Appendix 1 be approved. (Note that the summary approved by the Council at
its meeting of 215t January 2016 has been adjusted for updates to the settlement
notified by Welsh government since that meeting).

2.2 Itis recommended it be noted that, at its meeting on 215 January 2016, Council
calculated the amounts set out below for the year 2016/17 in accordance with
sections 32 and 33 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 ("the Act").



http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1992/Ukpga_19920014_en_1.htm
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For information, sections 32 and 33 of the 1992 Act have been extensively
amended by Schedule 12 to the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994. Both are
further amended by the Local Authorities (Alteration of Requisite Calculations)
(Wales) Regulations 2002 (the “2002 regulations”) and The Local Authorities
(Alteration of Requisite Calculations) (Wales) Regulations 2013. Section 33 is
further amended by the Local Government Reorganisation (Calculation of Basic
Amount of Council Tax) (Wales) Order 1996. All necessary legislative and statutory
amendments have been taken into account in calculating the following amounts:

(@) 45,102.03 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with
Section 33 of the Act and The Regulations (as amended by Regulations
1999 no. 2935), as its Council Tax base for the year;

(b)  Part of the Council’'s Area, being the amounts calculated by the Council, in

accordance with Section 34 of the Act, as the amounts of its Council Tax
base for the year for dwellings in those parts of the area to which one or

more special items relate:

Community Council Community Council
Tax Tax Base
Base for
for 2016/17
2016/17
Abergavenny 4,807.62 Llanhennock 286.33
Caerwent 1,097.15 Llanover 820.15
Caldicot 3,987.91 Llantillio 457.18
Croesenny
Chepstow 5,445.06 Llantillio 1,598.85
Pertholey
Crucomey 738.31 Llantrissant 263.38
Fawr
Devauden 638.80 Magor - with 2.913.52
Undy
Goetre Fawr 1,183.34 Mathern 622.99
Grosmont 491.60 Mitchell Troy 739.60
Gwehelog Fawr 286.83 Monmouth 4,995.48
Llanarth 491.35 Portskewett 1,008.69
Llanbadoc 465.17 Raglan 1,070.78
Llanelly Hill 1,902.42 Rogiet 715.33
Llanfoist Fawr 1,866.14 Shirenewton 727.59
Llangattock  Vibon 675.35 St.Arvans 456.36
Abel
Llangwm 274.87 Tintern 502.87
Llangybi 535.21 Trellech 1,655.35
Usk 1,380.45
Total 45,102.03


http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1994/Ukpga_19940019_en_1.htm
http://www.wales-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2002/20020328e.htm
http://www.wales-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2002/20020328e.htm
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1996/Uksi_19960335_en_1.htm
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1996/Uksi_19960335_en_1.htm
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It is recommended that Council resolves:

2.3 That the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2016/17
in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Act and sections 47 and 49 of the
Local Government Finance Act 1988 (as amended):

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

@

£145,028,163

£91,548,002

£6,000

£1,185.89

£2,149,634

£1,138.23

being the aggregate of the amounts the Council
estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a) to
(d) of the Act less the aggregate of the amounts the
Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32
(3) (a) and (c) of the Act calculated by the Council, in
accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act, as its
budget requirement for the year

being the aggregate of the sums which the Council
estimates will be payable for the year into its Council
fund in respect of redistributed non-domestic rates
and revenue support grant in accordance with
Section 33 (3)

being the cost to the authority of discretionary non-
domestic rate relief anticipated to be granted (under
sections 47 and 49 of the Local Government Finance
Act 1988 , as amended)

being the amount at 2.3(a) and 2.3(c) above less the
amount at 2.3(b) above, all divided by the amount at
2.2(a) above, calculated by the Council, in
accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act, as the
basic amount of its Council Tax for the year

being the aggregate amount of all special items
referred to in Section 34 of the Act (Town and
Community Precepts)

being the amount at 2.3(d) above less the result
given by dividing the amount at 2.3(e) above by the
amount at 2.2(a) above calculated by the Council in
accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act, as the
basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for
dwellings in those parts of the area to which no
special item relates.

Part of the Council’s Area, being the amounts of the special item or items
relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above
divided in each case by the amounts at 2.2(b) above, calculated by the
Council, in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts
of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of the area to
which one or more special items relate:


http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1988/Ukpga_19880041_en_1.htm
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1988/Ukpga_19880041_en_1.htm
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1988/Ukpga_19880041_en_1.htm
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Community Precept
Council Band D
Equivalent
£'s
Abergavenny 58.26
Caerwent 40.10
Caldicot 73.96
Chepstow 91.73
Crucorney 12.87
Devauden 12.52
Goetre Fawr 24.08
Grosmont 12.21
Gwehelog 15.69
Fawr
Llanarth 13.23
Llanbadoc 29.09
Llanelly Hill 38.43
Llanfoist 3483
Fawr
Llangattock
Vibon Abel 13.33
Llangwm 16.37
Llangybi 18.68
Llanhennock 16.90

Community
Council

Llanover
Llantillio
Croesenny
Llantillio
Pertholey
Llantrissant
Fawr
Magor with
Undy
Mathern
Mitchell
Troy
Monmouth

Portskewett

Raglan
Rogiet
Shirenewton

St.Arvans

Tintern

Trellech
Usk

Precept
Band D
Equivalent
£'s
14.02
11.81

25.21
17.09

51.48
25.81
15.55
47.46
20.32

32.50
49.60
27.11

25.62

34.80

18.73
102.18

The County Council Area, being the amounts given by multiplying the
amount at 2.3(f) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in
Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular
valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable
to dwellings listed in valuation Band D calculated by the Council, in
accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into
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account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different
valuation bands.

Council Tax Band A

B C

D

E

F

G H

Proportion 6

7 8

9

11

13

15 18

21

Council Tax Charge|/58.82

885.29 |1011.76

1138.23|1391.17|1644.11

1897.05(2276.46

2655.87

0] Part of the Council’s Area, being the amounts given by multiplying the
amounts at 2.3(g) and 2.3(h) above by the number which, in the proportion
set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a
particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is
applicable to dwellings listed in valuation Band D calculated by the
Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be
taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed
in different valuation bands: -

County Council plus Town/Community Council

A B C D E F
Abergavenny 797.66 930.60 | 1,063.55| 1,196.49 | 1,462.38 1,728.26
Caerwent 785.55 916.48 | 1,047.40 | 1,178.33 | 1,440.18 1,702.03
Caldicot 808.13 94281 | 1,077.50| 1,212.19| 1,481.57 1,750.94
Chepstow 819.97 956.64 | 1,093.30 | 1,229.96 | 1,503.28 1,776.61
Crucorney 767.40 895.30 | 1,023.20| 1,151.10| 1,406.90 1,662.70
Devauden 767.17 895.03 | 1,022.89 | 1,150.75| 1,406.47 1,662.19
Goetre 774.87 904.02 | 1,033.16| 1,162.31| 1,420.60 1,678.89
Grosmont 766.96 894.79 | 1,022.61| 1,150.44 | 1,406.09 1,661.75
Gwehelog 769.28 897.49 | 1,025.71| 1,153.92 | 1,410.35 1,666.77
Llanarth 767.64 895.58 | 1,023.52| 1,151.46| 1,407.34 1,663.22
Llanbadock 778.21 907.92 | 1,037.62| 1,167.32| 1,426.72 1,686.13
Llanelly Hill 784.44 915.18 | 1,045.92| 1,176.66 | 1,438.14 1,699.62
Llanfoist 782.04 912.38 | 1,042.72| 1,173.06 | 1,433.74 1,694.42
Llangattock V A 767.71 895.66 | 1,023.61| 1,151.56 | 1,407.46 1,663.36
Llangwm 769.73 898.02 | 1,026.31| 1,154.60| 1,411.18 1,667.76
Llangybi 771.27 899.82 | 1,028.36 | 1,156.91| 1,414.00 1,671.09
Llanhennock 770.09 898.43 | 1,026.78 | 1,155.13| 1,411.83 1,668.52
Llanover 768.17 896.19 | 1,024.22 | 1,152.25| 1,408.31 1,664.36
Llantillio Croess 766.69 894.48 | 1,022.26 | 1,150.04 | 1,405.60 1,661.17
Llantillio Pertholey 775.63 90490 | 1,034.17| 1,163.44| 1,421.98 1,680.52
Llantrissant 770.21 898.58 | 1,026.95| 1,155.32 | 1,412.06 1,668.80
Magor with Undy 793.14 925.33| 1,057.52| 1,189.71| 1,454.09 1,718.47
Mathern 776.03 905.36 | 1,034.70 | 1,164.04 | 1,422.72 1,681.39
Mitchell Troy 769.19 897.38 | 1,025.58| 1,153.78 | 1,410.18 1,666.57
Monmouth 790.46 922,20 | 1,053.95| 1,185.69 | 1,449.18 1,712.66
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Portskewett 772.37 901.09| 1,029.82| 1,158.55| 1,416.01 1,673.46
Raglan 780.49 910.57| 1,040.65| 1,170.73| 1,430.89 1,691.05
Rogiet 791.89 923.87| 1,055.85| 1,187.83| 1,451.79 1,715.75
Shirenewton 776.89 906.38 | 1,035.86 | 1,165.34 | 1,424.30 1,683.27
St. Arvans 775.90 905.22 | 1,034.53| 1,163.85| 1,422.48 1,681.12
Tintern 782.02 91236 | 1,042.69| 1,173.03| 1,433.70 1,694.38
Trelech 771.31 899.86 | 1,028.41 | 1,156.96 | 1,414.06 1,671.16
Usk 826.94 964.76 | 1,102.59 | 1,240.41| 1,516.06 1,791.70

2.4 That it be noted for the year 2016/17 that the Office of Police and Crime
Commissioner for Gwent has notified the following amounts in precepts issued to
the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act, for each of the dwellings

shown above: -

Council Tax Band A B C D E F G H |
Proportion 6 7 8 9 11 13 15 18 21
Council Tax

Charge 146.71 | 171.16 | 195.61 | 220.06 | 268.96 | 317.86 | 366.77 | 440.12 | 513.47

2.5 That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 2.3(i) and
2.4 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Act, hereby sets
the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2016/17 for
each of the categories of dwellings shown below: -
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County Council plus Town/Community Council plus Police and Crime
Commissioner

A B C D E F
Abergavenny 944,37 | 1,101.76 | 1,259.16 | 1,416.55| 1,731.34 | 2,046.12
Caerwent 932.26| 1,087.64| 1,243.01| 1,398.39| 1,709.14| 2,019.89
Caldicot 954,84 | 1,11397| 1,273.11| 1,432.25| 1,750.53| 2,068.80
Chepstow 966.68 | 1,127.80| 1,288.91| 1,450.02 | 1,772.24 | 2,094.47
Crucorney 914.11| 1,066.46| 1,21881| 1,371.16| 1,675.86| 1,980.56
Devauden 913.88| 1,066.19| 1,21850| 1,370.81 | 1,675.43 1,980.05
Goetre 92158 | 1,075.18| 1,228.77 | 1,382.37 | 1,689.56 1,996.75
Grosmont 913.67 | 1,065.95| 1,218.22| 1,370.50 | 1,675.05 1,979.61
Gwehelog 91599 | 1,068.65| 1,221.32| 1,373.98| 1,679.31 1,984.63
Llanarth 914.35| 1,066.74 | 1,219.13| 1,371.52 | 1,676.30 1,981.08
Llanbadock 92492 | 1,079.08| 1,233.23| 1,387.38| 1,695.68| 2,003.99
Llanelly Hill 931.15| 1,086.34| 1,241.53| 1,396.72| 1,707.10| 2,017.48
Llanfoist 928.75| 1,083.54 | 1,238.33| 1,393.12| 1,702.70| 2,012.28
Llangattock V A 914.42 | 1,066.82| 1,219.22| 1,371.62| 1,676.42 1,981.22
Llangwm 916.44 | 1,069.18| 1,221.92| 1,374.66 | 1,680.14 | 1,985.62
Llangybi 91798 | 1,070.98| 1,223.97| 1,376.97 | 1,682.96 1,988.95
Llanhennock 916.80 | 1,069.59| 1,222.39| 1,375.19| 1,680.79 1,986.38
Llanover 914.88 | 1,067.35| 1,219.83| 1,372.31| 1,677.27 1,982.22
Llantillio Croess 91340 | 1,065.64| 1,217.87| 1,370.10| 1,674.56 1,979.03
Llantillio Pertholey 922.34| 1,076.06| 1,229.78| 1,383.50| 1,690.94| 1,998.38
Llantrissant 916.92 | 1,069.74| 1,22256| 1,375.38| 1,681.02 1,986.66
Magor with Undy 939.85| 1,096.49| 1,253.13| 1,409.77 | 1,723.05| 2,036.33
Mathern 922.74| 1,076.52| 1,230.31| 1,384.10| 1,691.68 1,999.25
Mitchell Troy 91590 | 1,06854| 1,221.19| 1,373.84| 1,679.14| 1,984.43
Monmouth 937.17 | 1,093.36| 1,249.56| 1,405.75| 1,718.14| 2,030.52
Portskewett 919.08 | 1,072.25| 1,225.43| 1,378.61| 1,684.97 1,991.32
Raglan 927.20| 1,081.73| 1,236.26| 1,390.79 | 1,699.85| 2,008.91
Rogiet 938.60| 1,095.03| 1,251.46| 1,407.89| 1,720.75| 2,033.61
Shirenewton 923.60 | 1,077.54| 1,231.47| 1,385.40| 1,693.26| 2,001.13
St. Arvans 922.61| 1,076.38| 1,230.14 | 1,383.91| 1,691.44| 1,998.98
Tintern 928.73| 1,083.52| 1,238.30| 1,393.09| 1,702.66 | 2,012.24
Trelech 918.02 | 1,071.02 | 1,224.02| 1,377.02 | 1,683.02 1,989.02
Usk 973.65| 1,135.92| 1,298.20| 1,460.47 | 1,785.02| 2,109.56
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2.6  That Mrs J. Robson, Mr M. Howcroft, Miss R. Donovan, Mrs. S. Deacy, Mrs. W.
Woods and Mrs. S. Knight be authorised under Section 223 of the Local
Government Act 1972 to prosecute and appear on behalf of Monmouthshire
County Council in proceedings before a Magistrates Court for the purpose of
applying for Liability Orders in respect of Council Tax and Non-Domestic Rates.

Carried
Burrows and Evans left 3.05pm

7.2.  Treasury Management Policy Statement & Strategy Statement, MRP Policy
Statement and Investment Strategy 2016/17

Council were presented with the Treasury Management Policy Statement & Strategy Statement,
MRP Policy Statement and Investment Strategy 2016/17. The purpose of the report was:

1. This proposed Strategy and Policy has been considered by Audit Committee 3rd March
2016, and no adverse comments received.

2. To adopt the annual Treasury Management Policy Statement and the Treasury
Management Strategy Statement including the Investment and Borrowing Strategies for
2016/17 to 2019/20 and the Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) Statement for 2016/17.

During debate:

e It was suggested that a more ambitious strategy could be considered, which could
improve return on investments. Officers confirmed that guidance was provided by the
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy, which was based on the SLY
(Security, Liquidity, Yield) principle. There was a need to tie in between short term
investment and borrowing. Longer periods of investment will incur longer term
borrowing costs, it would be more economical to borrow short term instead of long.

¢ A member suggested that a more balanced approached could be explored which would
support the objective of ‘local enterprise’ and local businesses.

County Councillor D. Blakebrough left at 3.10pm
County Councillor S. White left at 3.15pm

Council resolved to agree recommendations within the report:
That the proposed Treasury Management Policy Statement for 2016/17 and proposed Treasury
Management Strategy and Investment & Borrowing Strategies 2016/17 to 2019/20, including
the Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) Statement for 2016/17, be approved together with the

Treasury Limits as required by section 3 of the Local Government Act 2003.

8. Reports of the Chief Officer, Children and Young People:

8.1. Outcomes following Estyn's Final Monitoring Visit 23-27 November 2015

Council were presented with a report, the purpose was to provide Council with the outcomes of
the Estyn monitoring visit 23 - 27th November 2015.

Members will be aware that since the Estyn inspection in November 2012, the Authority’s
education services for children and young people has been in special measures. In the final
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report, Estyn identified the following six main recommendations across Monmouthshire’s
education services:

Recommendation 1: Ensure that safeguarding procedures are robust and underpinned by a
clear policy;

Recommendation 2: Improve standards of attainment for all groups of pupils, particularly in
secondary schools;

Recommendation 3: Strengthen the level of challenge to schools and use the full range of
available to the authority to improve leadership and management in underperforming schools;
Recommendation 4: Improve corporate planning to strengthen links between the local
authority’s priorities and service level targets;

Recommendation 5: Improve self-evaluation across all services and make better use of data to
plan services strategically and target resources appropriately;

Recommendation 6: Ensure that performance management is effective and robust and allows
elected members and senior officers to identify and address underperformance

In addition to the main recommendations Estyn also identified aspects of Additional
Learning Needs, Inclusion and the Youth Service as unsatisfactory and areas for development.

Estyn carried out a series of three monitoring visits between February 2014 and March 2015 to
review how well the local authority was improving. The final monitoring visit took place in
November 2015.

Following the final visit, Estyn judged that the Authority has made strong progress in addressing
two of the six recommendations and satisfactory progress in addressing the other four as
detailed below:

Recommendation 1 - strong progress

Recommendation 2 — satisfactory progress

Recommendation 3 — satisfactory progress

Recommendation 4 — strong progress

Recommendation 5 — satisfactory progress

Recommendation 6 — satisfactory progress

Estyn also noted that significant progress has been made in addressing shortcomings in
Additional Learning Needs, Inclusion and the Youth Service. As a result Estyn considers that
the authority is no longer in need of special measures and is removing it from further follow up
activity

During debate we noted the following:

e The Leader welcomed the report and thanked the Council for working collaboratively and
recognised the contribution of select and the Cabinet Member. We noted that the
journey was ongoing and lessons had been learnt.

e Assurance was requested that, the membership of the school improvement group, would
provide additionality and clarification was required regarding representation. In
response, we were informed that it had been identified through work with Estyn, critical
work that select have a role in providing reassurance, therefore Chair and Vice Chair are
critical. The Chief Officer would present a report, at a future meeting, which would
highlight progress and key priorities for future years. Year on year quartile performance
had improved and all performance data was available on the hub.

e The Cabinet Member confirmed that performance figures would be presented to the
various select committees.

e Council welcomed that the authority was out of special measures and welcomed
progress, which included strengthened working relationships and role of scrutiny.
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Council resolved to agree recommendations:

1. That Council receive Estyn’s letter following the monitoring visit 23 -27th November
2015.

2. That Council consider the progress the Authority has made against the six
recommendations contained in the 2012 ESTYN Inspection Report.

3. That Council note that a School Improvement Group comprising of Members, Officers
and external experts is set up to continue to ensure that the pace of improvement is
continued and advise on issues where required.

9. Report of the Chief Officer, Enterprise:

9.1. Monmouthshire Local Development Plan: Community Infrastructure Levy

Council were presented with the Monmouthshire Local Development Plan: Community
Infrastructure Levy, the purpose was to advise Council of the results of the recent consultation
on a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule (PDCS) and to
seek endorsement of a Draft Charging Schedule (DCS), with a view to issuing for consultation
purposes.

During debate we noted:

¢ The report had been considered by the Economy and Development Select committee
and would be subject to a member seminar, prior to final adoption.

¢ A member recognised that there were shortcomings in relation to future generations. In
developing the future plan, it would be important that there was engagement and
communication with the public. Further information was required regarding the
process. Officers confirmed that a level of political governance would be required and
plans should be in place to support infrastructure demands.

Council resolved to agree recommendations within the report:

Council notes the contents of this report and endorses the DCS, with a view to issuing for
consultation purposes.

9.2. Monmouthshire Local Development Plan Affordable Housing Supplementary
Planning Guidance

Council were presented with a report, the purpose was:

1. To advise Council of the results of the recent consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning
Guidance (SPG) on Affordable Housing to support the policies of the Monmouthshire Local
Development Plan (LDP).

2. To seek Council’'s agreement to adopt the Affordable Housing SPG as SPG in connection
with the Monmouthshire LDP.

During debate the following points ensued:

¢ |t was recognised that there were difficulties with adoptable and unadoptable sites. We
were informed that charges related to drainage and the authority was required to
ensure that highways were up to an adoptable standard.

e Management would vary, some would be RSLs, and others would be market houses.
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e Some concerns were expressed regarding viability testing of smaller sites, and the
consequences of planning in particular areas. In response, we were advised that
policies were based on viability evidence, CIL considered developer costs, builder
profits and assumes 35% affordable housing. High level testing would demonstrate
whether developments could afford it.

o A question was raised regarding affordability and charges by developers. Council were
reassured that a rigorous testing process was in place and if the scheme was not
viable the affordable housing could be negotiated. The role of the Planning Committee
was to ensure processes were rigorous.

Council resolved to agree recommendations within the report:

To adopt the Affordable Housing SPG as SPG in connection with the Monmouthshire

LDP to take effect from 1 April 2016. In respect to commuted sums for off-site affordable
housing provision, these would apply to planning applications registered as valid on or after 1
April 2016.

9.3. Publication of Pay Policy Statement as required by the Localism Act

Council received a report to approve the publication of Monmouthshire County Council’s Pay
Policy, in compliance with the Localism Act.

In accordance with advice from the Monitoring Officer, it was agreed that Chief Officers leave
the meeting.

Council resolved to agree recommendations within the report:
That Full Council approves the Pay Policy for the year 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017.

Chief Executive Officer terms and conditions and pay are prescribed by the Joint

National Council (JNC) for Local Authority Chief Executive Officers. To date, no agreement on a
pay award for 2016 for chief executives has been reached, although a pay offer of 1% for 1 April
2016 and an offer of 1%, effective from 1 April

2017 is currently being consulted upon.

That Full Council approves to pay the nationally negotiated and agreed pay award for those
employees who come under Joint National Council (JNC) Chief Officers’ terms and conditions,
with effect from 1 January 2016 to cover the period to 31 March 2017.

The Council employs Chief Officers under JNC terms and conditions which are incorporated in
their contracts. The JNC for Chief Officers negotiates on national

(UK) annual cost of living pay increases for this group, and any award of same is determined on
this basis. Chief Officers employed under JNC terms and conditions are contractually entitled to
any national JNC determined pay rises and this council will therefore pay these as and when
determined in accordance with contractual requirements.

Chief Officers returned to the meeting.

10. Reports of the Head of Democracy and Regulatory Services:

10.1. Draft Diary of Meetings 2016/17

Council were presented with the draft diary of meetings for 2016/17.
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We resolved to agree the diary, with an amendment:

Council meetings June and July to be held at 5pm

11. Reports of the Head of Strategic Partnerships:

11.1. MCC Strategic Equality Plan 2016 - 2020

Council were presented with the Strategic Equality Plan 2016-2020, the purpose was that the
Equality Act 2010 was introduced in April 2011 and within its specific duties is the requirement
to publish the Council’'s Equality Objectives within a Strategic Equality Plan (SEP). This is the
Council’s second SEP replacing the version 2012 — 2016 on the 1st April 2016.

During debate the following points were highlighted:

e Concerns were expressed that consultation was held over the Christmas period. A
member was perturbed that ‘no resource implications’ were identified, it was perceived
that a certain level of resourcing will be required to provide training and support. Clarity
was required on resource implications and opportunities that needed thought and
resourcing.

e |t was recognised that resources were an issue and discussions were ongoing.

o Clarification was required regarding progression on issues of religion and international
men’s day. The Cabinet Member confirmed that this would be progressed with the
equalities board. Members were invited to forward any days that should be included.

e It was agreed that wording would be amended in relation to Same Sex Marriage.

Council resolved to approve the plan.

13. Member Questions:

13.1. from County Councillor D. Batrouni to County Councillor P. Murphy:

‘How much money has the county of Monmouthshire received from European
Union funds since 20057’

County Council Murphy responded:

‘It has been difficult to go back to 2005 as under the 7 year rule Council records only go back to
2008. However, £2.6 million was forwarded from April 2009 to date on Rural Development
activities (Axis4 Funding). The current “Leader” grants are announced at £2.79 million 2014-
2020.

However, no funding come directly from the EU. Any EU funds are passported through by
Welsh Government’.

As a supplementary Councillor Batrouni asked whether there was any way for information on
how much the farming community receives.

Councillor Murphy responded that he would get back to Councillor Batrouni with the information.
13.2. from County Councillor D. Batrouni to County Councillor P. Murphy:

‘What are the Council administration’s plans for the extra £109,000 received from the
Welsh Government?’
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County Councillor Murphy responded:

‘We welcome the additional funding but regret that the opportunity to redress the imbalance

between urban and rural Authorities has been missed to a large extent. We are still facing a

considerable ongoing reduction in our funding and regretfully further redundancies will occur. It

is essential that provision is made of this to minimise the potential effect on front line services.
County Councillor Down left at 4.55pm

13.3. from County Councillor D. Batrouni to County Councillor P. Hobson:

‘How often does the Cabinet member talk to the Chief Executives of the
Housing Associations that have properties in Monmouthshire?’

Councillor Hobson responded:
4 and other 3 are pending.

As a supplementary, Councillor Batrouni asked whether other Councillors could be invited to
attend?

Councillor Hobson replied that it was not possible on individual case work, but if compounded
on same issues and no help of housing association then help could be provided in order to
achieve a resolution.

County Councillor S. Jones left at 5.00pm

12. Reports of the Head of Operations:

12.1. Food Waste Treatment - Long Term Strategy & Heads of Valley
Procurement

Council resolved to agree to exclude members of the press and public during consideration of
the item of business.

The meeting ended at 5.05 pm



